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How not to get lost in the ci ty. It’s
best to use the Ge o por tal Dol ny
Śląsk. The or ga ni zers and ci ty au-
 tho ri ties pre pa red the mo du le
„Days in the Dio ce se – Wroc ław Ga-
 li lea” and a.jpg map which you can
do wnlo ad to yo ur mo bi le de vi ce. 

IN

The maps show the pa ris hes of the
Ar chdio ce se of Wroc ław, whe re the
pil grims are ho sted, and the me e ting
pla ces for the yo uth du ring Mer cy -
Fest. You can al so check the trans port
in fra struc tu re of the mu ni ci pa li ties
whe re the pa ris hes are lo ca ted (air -
port, ro ads, ra il ro ads) and find in for -
ma tion abo ut ur ban trans por ta tion
in Wroc ław (tram and bus li nes). 

Ad di tio nal ly, the lo ca tion of emer -
gen cy ser vi ces in the se are as is al so
in clu ded (hos pi tals and cli nics, fi re
de par tments, po li ce sta tions). �

Mo ving aro und
Wroc ław

B
ut the se words ha ve al so be -
co me our go al: to be a pla -
ce whe re a me e ting with
ano ther hu man be ing is

po ssib le, whe re kin dness, open ness,
under stan ding, get ting to know each
other, sha ring each other and en ri -
ching each other can be ex pe rien -
ced eve ry day. To be a pla ce whe re
eve ry o ne can find the ir pla ce.

This is exac tly the ci ty that is wel -
co ming you to day. The ci ty that has
wa i ted for you and now wants to en -
ter ta in you as best as it can.

You ha ve co me to us at a spe cial
ti me. This ye ar we are pro ud to be
the Eu ro pe an Ca pi tal of Cul tu re and
the UNE SCO World Bo ok Ca pi tal.
For us, this me ans ex plo ring to ge -
ther the rich cul tu re of Eu ro pe and
Wroc ław. And as we do it, ti me and
ti me aga in we are ama zed by how
much be a u ty, go od ness and truth
is re ve a led in each and eve ry o ne of
us when we act to ge ther. Next ye ar,
in turn, will be mar ked by sport
events. You are al re a dy in vi ted to
re turn to Wroc ław – the host of the
World Ga mes 2017.

Wroc ław is not on ly abo ut events
and tit les. You ha ve co me to a ci ty
who se hi sto ry goes back a tho u sand
ye ars. A ci ty that is mul ti cul tu ral
and hos pi tab le. A ci ty of No bel Pri -

ze win ners and sa ints. A ci ty full of
in tri gu ing mo nu ments, char ming
cor ners, stre ets, ho u ses, parks and
bo u le vards. A ci ty of one hun dred
brid ges, a uni versity ci ty. A ci ty

which is still de ve lo ping. That wants
mo re and mo re. A ci ty that is rest -
less and full of ener gy. A ci ty which
of fers, but al so de mands. A ci ty of
yo uth. 

Eve ry day tho u sands of stu dents
fill the ci ty with the ir li ve ly na tu re,
cre a ti vi ty, dre ams and the ir ful fil -
lment. The joy of yo uth is con ta gio -
us. We are still hun gry for mo re, we

con stan tly se arch for new so lu tions
– go od old things are not eno ugh for
us, al tho ugh we do draw on the ex -
pe rien ce of our pre de ces sors. Wroc -
ław ke eps le ar ning. It is not a fi nis -
hed pro ject. I am cer ta in that our
me e tings will be an ex cel lent op por -
tu ni ty to le arn from each other. 

Wroc ław at trac tions are at yo ur
dis po sal. See and di sco ver our ci ty,
we will be mo re than hap py to tell
you abo ut it. But most of all, get to
know us. The open ho mes, he arts
and minds of pe o ple of Wroc ław, yo -
ur hosts, who ha ve be en lo o king for -
ward to wel co ming you he re for
months – this is and will be most im -
por tant the se days, the mu tu al en -
rich ment. 

I am ve ry hap py that so ma ny of
you ha ve cho sen Wroc ław as the first
sta ge of yo ur pil gri ma ge to me et the
Ho ly Fa ther, Po pe Fran cis. Se ve ral
hun dred gro ups from do zens of co -
un tries – it is an ho no ur and joy for
us to ha ve this op por tu ni ty to get to
know you. We ve ry much ho pe that
you will sha re yo ur sto ries, yo ur en -
thu siasm, fa ith and yo uth. We ho pe
that for us you will al so be co me an
in spi ra tion to se arch and grow.

I ho pe that you will re mem ber
the se spe cial days in Wroc ław as
a fan ta stic ex pe rien ce of open ness
and kin dness of the pe o ple of Wroc -
ław. May this be a u ti ful ci ty, its hi -
sto ry, the me e tings, and com mon
ex pe rien ces stay in yo ur me mo ries
to be sha red with yo ur friends and
fa mi lies when you go back ho me.

Ha ve a be a u ti ful ti me and be a u ti -
ful ex pe rien ces!�

The se are the words St. John Pa ul II used to desc ri be Wroc ław
when he vi si ted it in 1997. ‘Wroc ław is a me e ting pla ce, it is a ci ty
that uni tes’ – the se words ha ve be co me the le a ding tho ught,
which ref lects the iden ti ty of Wroc ław” 

DE AR YO UNG FRIENDS, 
WEL CO ME TO THE ME E TING PLA CE!

T
he se are the words that St.
John Pa ul II, the ini tia tor of
World Yo uth Day, used at the
be gin ning of his spe ech whi -

le pre si ding over an ecu me ni cal pray -
er ser vi ce at the 46th In ter na tio nal
Eu cha ri stic Con gress.

It is hard to igno re this event that
to ok pla ce ne ar ly 20 ye ars ago to day,
when Wroc ław is on ce aga in a me e -
ting pla ce for pe o ple of dif fe rent na -
tio na li ties and cul tu res, but of one fa -
ith. I am glad that for the ti me of WYD
in yo ur dio ce ses you ha ve cho sen the
ca pi tal of Lo wer Si le sia, and I wel co -
me you war mly to the pla ce whe re
the Chri stian fa ith has be en ali ve for
over a tho u sand ye ars now. 

It is con fir med by nu me ro us tem -
ples, chur ches, cros ses, and cha pels,
as well as abun dant mo nu ments that
you will undo ub te dly ha ve an op por -
tu ni ty to see. I ho pe you will ke ep in
yo ur he arts not on ly the se ima ges of
ma te rial evi den ce of com mit ment to
Je sus in the se are as, but al so the li -
ving te sti mo ny of the lo ve that con -
tem po ra ry Wroc ław re si dents ha ve
for the Gos pel.

We, on our part, ho pe for yo ur en -
thu siasm and yo ur own te sti mo ny
that me e tings with Christ chan ge li -
ves. If we are to be a sign for the mo -
dern world, we ne ed uni ty and joy.
Lo o king for ward to our me e ting, I ho -
pe this ti me of pray er, ref lec tion on

the word of God, con ver sa tions, lec -
tu res, and ma ny other ini tia ti ves will
be ar go od fru it. On ce aga in, we ex pe -
rien ce Wroc ław as a ci ty of me e -
tings–a ci ty that uni tes.

In Po land, we of ten say that „ha -
ving a gu est at ho me is li ke ha ving

God at ho me”. We wo uld li ke to
tre at yo ur pre sen ce in our ci ty as
a gift from God. The Church is our
ho me; thus, wel co ming you and
wis hing you a go od stay, I wo uld
li ke to add: ma ke yo ur sel ves at ho -
me.�

DE AR PIL GRIMS,

WOLRD YOUTH DAY Wrocław

RA FAŁ
DUT KIE WICZ 

MAY OR OF WROC ŁAW

JÓ ZEF 
KUP NY 

ME TRO PO LI TAN 
AR CHBIS HOP OF WROC ŁAW

„We are ga the red he re by Christ, our Lord and Sa vior. May His
ho ly Na me be glo ri fied, and may His Spi rit be ar the fru it of
God’s word that we li sten to in the obe dien ce of fa ith”

Jó zef Kup ny, Me tro po li tan Ar chbis hop of Wroc ław
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Ti me slows down here, the
hubbub of the great city is
barely audible, in the
evening a lamp lighter lights
gas lamps and old churches
cast mysterious shadows.
Ostrów Tumski [Cathedral
Island] is Wrocław’s terra
sancta, you simply must
come here.

BE A TA MA CIE JEW SKA 

Just 200 ye ars ago it was a small is -
land on the Od ra Ri ver. It was on ly in
1824, when a branch of the ri ver cut -
ting thro ugh the Ca the dral Squ a re
on its ea stern si de was fil led in, that
it lost its in su lar na tu re. 

To get to the is land, pe o ple had to
cross the Ca the dral Brid ge (Pons Ca -
the dra lis), which mar ked the bor der
of ec cle sia sti cal ju ris dic tion. Wroc -
ław’s ter ra san cta ob vio us ly de man -
ded pro per res pect. Re pre sen ta ti ves
of se cu lar au tho ri ties, in clu ding prin -
ces, we re ob li ged to ta ke off the ir hats
the mo ment they cros sed the brid ge.
On the brid ge they pas sed a bor der
post with the co at of arms of the bis -
ho pric – put the re just to ma ke su re
eve ry bo dy was awa re who was in
char ge! From 1504 on wards the ci ty
co urt co uld not pro se cu te any o ne be -
hind this bor der and even the most
unre pen tant sin ner co uld be gran ted
asy lum on the is land. This la sted until
1810. 

To day the brid ge is hung with pa -
dlocks by lo vers fir mly con vin ced
that you lo ve on ly on ce, till de ath do
you part. Such pa dlocks sym bo li sed
lo ve al re a dy in the Mid dle Ages. In
Not tin gham shi re, En gland, ar cha e -
o lo gists ha ve di sco ve red a 15th-cen -
tu ry gol den pa dlock with a French
in scrip tion „with all my he art”. The
pa dlock was pro bab ly de si gned as an
or na ment to be at ta ched to the lo ver’s
dress. It has small rings to which co -
uld be at ta ched so me other or na -
ments, for exam ple he art-sha ped bro -
o ches.

Pro tec ted by St. John 
The most im por tant bu il ding on
Ostrów Tum ski is, of co ur se, the Go -
thic Ca the dral of St. John the Bap tist
[1], ex pan ded over the cen tu ries, as
is evi den ced by its be a u ti ful Ba ro que
cha pels. 

The first sac red edi fi ce was erec -
ted on the si te in the se cond half of
the 10th cen tu ry, even be fo re the de -
ci sion to estab lish a bis ho pric he re
was ma de in 1000. The con struc tion
of the cur rent church be gan eight cen -
tu ries ago, with ne ar ly all me tro po li -
tan ar chbis hops of Wroc ław try ing to
con tri bu te to its splen do ur. 

The ca the dral was vi si ted by Po -
pe John Pa ul II on two oc ca sions. The
po pe crow ned the pic tu re of So bie -
ski’s Our La dy – pla ced in the si de al -
tar of the na ve – com mon ly cal led the
Ma don na of Wroc ław. The tra di tion
has it that the Ma don na was gi ven by
Po pe In no cent IX to King John III So -
bie ski of Po land in re co gni tion of his
vic to ry in the Bat tle of Vien na. Ho -
we ver, it is mo re li ke ly that the pa in -
ting was gi ven by Po pe Cle ment XI to
Prin ce Ale xan der, John III’s son. 

The ca the dral is full of pre cio us
works of art and hi sto ric me men tos.
In the high al tar our eye is ca ught by
the la te Go thic trip tych of the Do rmi -
tion of the Mo ther of God; the re are

al so ma gni fi cent 17th-cen tru ry oak
cho ir stalls with low re liefs de pic ting
the li fe of St. Nor bert. Ac cor ding to
a le gend, if a ca non or a cu ra te finds
a whi te ro se on his cha ir in the ca the -
dral, he will de part this world wi thin
three days. In the 19th cen tu ry the re
was a po pu lar sto ry of a yo ung priest
who re ce i ved the omi no us f lo wer
and, wan ting to chan ge the co ur se of
events, put the ro se on the cha ir of
the ol dest ca non. The trick was of no
ava il – be fo re the de a dli ne pas sed,
bells rang to bid fa re well to the yo ung
man, who was la id to rest.

The pa tron sa int of the ca the dral
is St. John the Bap tist, who is al so the
pa tron sa int of the ci ty. On the nor -
thern wall of the church we can see
a re pli ca of his sta tue from 1160. The
ori gi nal, da ma ged du ring the So viet
bom bing of the ci ty on Ea ster 1945,
is cur ren tly kept in the Ar chdio ce -
san Mu se um. It is the ol dest ima ge of
John the Bap tist in Wroc ław. 

The in te rior of the ca the dral does
not lack re pre sen ta tions of the li -
fe of its pa tron sa int ei ther. The
most be a u ti ful among them in clu -
de the sce ne of the Re na is san ce
por tal at the en tran ce to the ve stry
(be hind the iron grid clo sing the
na ve). Its ma in pro ta go nists are Sa -
lo me, an exe cu tio ner and Sa int
John the Bap tist. The prop het’s he -
ad is abo ut to fall on the pla te. It
will be a re ward for Sa lo me, He ro -
dias’ da ug hter, who en tran ced her
step fa ther – King He rod An ti pas
– so much with her dan ce that he
pro mi sed to ma ke a wish of hers
co me true. At her mo ther’s in sti -
ga tion Sa lo me de man ded the he -
ad of John the Bap tist, who was im -
pri so ned for ad mo nis hing the king
for his im mo ral li fe.

Lo ve for ever and ever 
To the left of the ca the dral stands the
Church of St. Gi les [2]. Pre ser ved in
its ori gi nal form, this ol dest of Wroc -
ław’s ex tant chur ches was bu ilt in the
1220s fol lo wing an or der by Wik tor,
de an of the Wroc ław ca the dral chap -
ter. 

What ma de the church most fa -
mo us was the so-cal led Dum pling Ga -
te – an ar ca de lin king the church to
the la te Go thic chap ter ho u se. At the
top of it we find a sto ne dum pling,
a sym bol of ma ri tal lo ve. As the le -
gend has it, a pe a sant from a vil la ge
ne ar Wroc ław lost his wi fe – a go od,
vir tu o us wo man and, mo re im por -
tan tly, ex cel lent co ok. One day our
pro ta go nist went to a fa ir in Wroc ław;
he be ca me ex ha u sted by the hub bub
and throngs of the gre at ci ty, so on his
way back he fell as le ep on a sto ne by
St. Gi les’ Church. In his dre am he saw
he a ven, jo y ful an gels and on ly the so -
ul of his wi fe was wor ried by her hus -
band’s sor row. 

At that po int the pe a sant wo ke up
and saw in front of him a ba sket with
dum plings and smo ked pork, the ta -
ste of which is evi den ced by the na -
me that is still used to day – „kin gdom
of he a ven”. He be gan to eat en thu sia -
sti cal ly, de ci ding to ke ep one dum -
pling as a ke ep sa ke com me mo ra ting
the mi rac le. Unfor tu na te ly, the de si -
re of his sto mach pre va i led over the
de si re of his he art and the last dum -
pling en ded up on the spo on as well.
The pe a sant was abo ut to swal low it,
when the dum pling ro se, be ca me at -
ta ched to the arch of the ga te and then
tur ned in to sto ne. 

A do zen or so me tres away, al so
in pl. Ka te dral ny [Ca the dral Squ a re]
stands the bu il ding of the Ar chdio -
ce san Mu se um. It is cer ta in ly worth
vi si ting, be ca u se the items on dis play
in clu de in te re sting li tur gi cal im ple -
ments and vest ments, re li gio us scul -
ptu res and pa in tings. The mu se um
col lec tion in clu des a Go thic ar chi ve
ca bi net, one of the ol dest pie ces of
ec cle sia sti cal fur ni tu re, and a gre at
tre a su re – Lu cas Cra nach the El der’s
pa in ting Ma don na under the fir tree. 

Two in one
If we are in Ostrów Tum ski, we sho -
uld ta ke a lo ok at the Col le gia te
Church of the Ho ly Cross [3]. It is
a do ub le church, fo un ded in 1288 by
Du ke Hen ry Pro bus of the Ho u se of
Piast, the first hi sto ri cal dy na sty ru -

ling Po land. Its pa tron was to ha ve be -
en St. Bar tho lo mew, pa tron of the
Ho u se of Piast. Yet so me thing stran -
ge hap pe ned. „Du ring the lay ing of
the fo un da tions the bu il ders fo und
a mi ra cu lo us cross-sha ped plant [kept
in the Ar chdio ce san Mu se um – ed.].
It fe a tu red a cru ci fied Christ with
a long be ard and ha ir fal ling down,
with John and Ma ry stan ding by him.
This was the re a son why a do ub le
church was bu ilt and its upper part
was de di ca ted to the Ho ly Cross,”
wro te Bar tło miej Ste in in the 16th cen -
tu ry. 

Pe o ple as so cia ted with the Col le -
gia te Church of the Ho ly Cross in clu -
ded Ni co la us Co per ni cus, the astro -
no mer who „mo ved the Earth and
stop ped the Sun” by ju sti fy ing a he -
lio cen tric con cept of the uni verse, as
well as the emi nent na tu ra list Jan
Stan ko (rec tor of the church be fo re
1466) re gar ded as the fi nest ex pert
on f lo ra and fa u na in 15th-cen tu ry
Eu ro pe. His me di cal dic tio na ry con -
ta ins abo ut twen ty tho u sand La tin,
Gre ek, Ger man and Po lish na mes of
plants, ani mals, mi ne rals, me di ci nes
and me di cal in stru ments. 

Tho se who li ke to lo ok at the sky
must vi sit the Go thic Church of Our
La dy on the Sand Is land (just be hind
Tum ski or Ca the dral Brid ge, in ul.
św. Jad wi gi [St. Hed wig Stre et]). The
church’s at trac tions in clu de sen su al
an gels [4]. Al tho ugh Tho mas Aqu i -
nas, known as the An ge lic Do ctor,
cla i med that an gels we re im ma te rial
and, the re fo re, gen der less, the ar tist
de co ra ting the Wroc ław church did
not sha re that view. As a re sult we can
now see a ma le an gel who to u ches
a fe ma le an gel’s bre ast with one hand
and em bra ces her with the other.
Ano ther an gel holds his win ged fe -
ma le com pa nion’s chin. The sce nes
unfold on the rib cor bels in the nor -
thern ais le of the church.

Vi si tors are wel co me 
Ostrów Tum ski and Wy spa Pia sek
[Sand Is land] are clo se to Pl. Bi sku -
pa Na kie ra [Bis hop Na nkier Squ a re].
Eve ry o ne who lo ves tra vel, wan de -

rings, pil gri ma ges must co me to the
Go thic Church of SS. Vin cent and Ja -
mes [5] with its Ba ro que cha pel or
ma u so le um of Ab bot Hoch berg. To -
day the church ser ves as a Gre ek Ca -
tho lic ca the dral, but until 1530 it was
a mo na ste ry church of the Fran ci -
scans and was de di ca ted to St. Ja mes.

It was from he re that the Fran ci -
scan friar Be ne dict, „Po lo nus ge ne -
re”, set out on his jo ur ney to Asia.
And he ma de it! In Ju ly 1246 the Po -
le from Wroc ław re a ched the cen tre
of Asia and fo und him self be fo re the
Gre at Khan. This was the first con -
tact be twe en the Old World and the
Mon gol Em pi re.

Be ne dict of Po land was a mem ber
of a mis sion sent by Po pe In no cent
IV to the Mon go lian ru ler. The pa pal
en vo ys, he a ded by the Ita lian Gio van -
ni da Pian del Car pi ne, we re to pre -
vent fur ther ra ids in to Chri stian co -
un tries and, if po ssib le, win the khan
over as an al ly in Chri sten dom’s fight
aga inst Is lam.

Ha ving no maps or even ba sic in -
for ma tion (they did not even know
the na me of the Mon go lian ru ler),
mem bers of the mis sion co ve red a di -
stan ce of abo ut 14-15 tho u sand ki lo -
me tres on hor se back over a pe riod
of two ye ars. In Kiev they met Wroc -
ław mer chants, as was la ter men tio -
ned by Be ne dict in his ac co unt. It is
the ol dest writ ten evi den ce of tra de
links be twe en Wroc ław and Ru the -
nia, one of the so ur ces of the ci ty’s
pros pe ri ty. 

Ano ther gre at at trac tion is the Ba -
ro que Hoch berg Cha pel, de stro y ed
du ring the Se cond World War and
„re sur rec ted” by re sto rers on ly in
2013. Its fre scoes de pict the se ven sor -
rows of the Vir gin Ma ry: Si me on’s
prop he cy, Esca pe to Egypt, Loss of
yo ung Je sus, En co un ter on the Way
of the Cross, De ath of Christ, De po -
si tion of Christ and En tom bment of
Christ. This is a ve ry in te re sting exam -
ple of Ba ro que il lu sio ni stic pa in ting
– the an gels sup por ting the pa in ting
fra mes are ma de in 3D and stick out
the ir pla ster no ses, legs and flight fe -
a thers. Li ke in he a ven. �

See tho se in cre dib le chur ches

The Go thic Church of Our La dy 
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Cathedral of St. John the Baptist

Church of St. Giles

Collegiate Church of the Holy Cross

Church of Our Lady on the Sand Island

Church of SS. Vincent and James
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CHURCHES IN CENTRAL WROCŁAW

The Go thic Ca the dral of St. John the Bap tist
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The ry nek in Wroc ław is
alive 24/7, but if you need
to escape the hubbub of the
street, go to the magical
Ostrów Tumski [Cathedral
Island]. At Wielka Wyspa
[Great Island] you can find
a piece of Africa next to
some really original
buildings. 

JA CEK KU LE SZA, 
BM, WAD, CG

We don’t ha ve to en co u ra ge you to vi -
sit the ry nek [Mar ket Squ a re] in Wroc -
ław, one of the lar gest in Eu ro pe [1]. You
will get the re so o ner or la ter any way.
Sin ce the first half of the 13th cen tu ry
it has be en the most im por tant part of
the ci ty, but now it is pri ma ri ly a me e -
ting pla ce. Trams and cars ha ve long
stop ped cros sing it (al tho ugh on ce the -
re was even agas sta tion); to day the ry -
nek is for pe de strians on ly, and is full
of pa ve ment cafés. 

He re, in the ba se ment of the me die -
val Town Hall, you can find the ol dest
re sta u rant in Wroc ław, Piw ni ca Świd -
nic ka [Świd ni ca Cel lar], which has ope -
ra ted he re sin ce at le ast 1303. Next do -
or, under the new town hall and the of -
fi ces of the may or, the re is a mi ni-bre -
we ry cal led Spiż. You can see how be -
er is bre wed he re. 

The ry nek can be yo ur star ting po -
int as you be gin yo ur walk thro ugh
Wroc ław. Mo ving north, you will re ach
the Od ra Ri ver and the ol dest part of
the ci ty lo ca ted right by its bank. 

Ostrów Tum ski is best 
at night [2]
This is pro bab ly the most ma gi cal pla -
ce in Wroc ław, with its me die val bu il -
dings and al le ys lit by a hun dred gas
(not elec tric!) lights, lit and ex tin gu is -
hed eve ry day by lamp lig hters. Plus
the be a u ti ful ly il lu mi na ted hi sto ric bu -
il dings. 

Al tho ugh we are still in the cen tre
of Wroc ław, it is not as crow ded as the
ry nek and the stre ets sur ro un ding it.
It is ni ce to ta ke a walk he re du ring the

day, but it is es pe cial ly char ming at
night. 

Af ter all, Ostrów Tum ski [Ca the -
dral Is land] is the cra dle of Wroc ław. It
is he re that a cast le – the cen tre of du -
cal po wer – was bu ilt. It was al so the
cen tre of ec cle sia sti cal po wer, with the
Ca the dral of St. John the Bap tist, the
bis hop’s co urt and the ca nons’ cu ria.
In ci den tal ly, Ostrów Tum ski was an
is land until the end of the 19th cen tu -
ry when one of the bran ches of the Od -
ra Ri ver was fil led in. 

The Od ra Ri ver or Wroc ław 
as Ve ni ce of the North
Wroc ław was bu ilt on ri ver banks and
to day the ri vers still play an im por tant
ro le he re. As ma ny as se ven ri vers flow
thro ugh the ci ty, but two of them are
the most im por tant: the Od ra and the
Oła wa. 

The Od ra Ri ver is the se cond lar -
gest ri ver in Po land, and al tho ugh it
may se em in si gni fi cant when com pa -
red to the ma jor ri vers of Eu ro pe, it is
ve ry wi de in Wroc ław, so that the en ti -
re ci ty cen tre is lo ca ted on is lands. That
is why Wroc ław is so me ti mes re fer red
to as Ve ni ce of the North, li ke Am ster -
dam in the Ne ther lands, Pe ter sburg in
Rus sia or Stoc kholm in Swe den. 

The re are over one hun dred brid -
ges in Wroc ław, but most of them can
be fo und aro und the ol dest part of the
ci ty, Ostrów Tum ski, and the is lets sur -
ro un ding it. 

The Od ra Ri ver can be en jo y ed by
bo a ters in bo ats, ca noes, yachts or pe -
dal bo ats. Ma ri nas and ren tals are lo -
ca ted, for exam ple, at Wy spa Pia sek
[Sand Is land], on the so u thern quay
ne ar the old for ti fi ca tions (Wzgó rze
Pol skie, Po lish Hill) and by the Na tio -
nal Mu se um. You can al so find wa ter
cafés, bars and re sta u rants the re. 

You can to ur the ri ver by bo at all
day, but a night cru i se will be even mo -
re at trac ti ve, as it will gi ve you an op -
por tu ni ty to see the be a u ti ful il lu mi -
na tions of brid ges and hi sto ric bu il -
dings. Aday trip can be com bi ned with
a to ur of the ci ty cen tre and a vi sit to
the zoo (the re are ma ri nas ne ar both
pla ces), the Cen ten nial Hall, and Szczyt -
nic ki Park. It may be a ni ce al ter na ti ve
to an or di na ry tram or bus. 

The quay of the Od ra Ri ver was re -
no va ted when the en ti re Wroc ław Wa -
ter Hub was mo der ni zed – in re cent
ye ars vast amo unts of mo ney ha ve be -
en spent to pro tect the ci ty from flo o -
ding. The idea was to pre vent a flo od
li ke the one which en gul fed alar ge part
of the ci ty cen tre in 1997 (Wroc ław
under wa ter can be se en in mul ti me -
dia maps dis play ed in the Hy dro po lis
wa ter mu se um). 

Al so, du ring the mo der ni za tion,
be a u ti ful wal king and rec re a tio nal are -
as we re bu ilt by the ri ver. The new pro -
me na des can be fo und in the ci ty cen -
tre ne ar the ma ri nas.

The Oła wa and the Od ra we re used
in the 13th cen tu ry to cre a te amo at. Ac -
tu al ly, two mo ats. So on it tur ned out
that the first one was too clo se to the
mar ket squ a re of the dy na mi cal ly de -
ve lo ping town (in the Mid dle Ages
Wroc ław was the ca pi tal of adu chy and
the ri chest town in Po land). The mo at
was fil led in in the se cond half of the
19th cen tu ry. To day in its pla ce the re is
awi de stre et sur ro un ding the Old Town
with a tram li ne (the W-Z Ro u te). 

You can en joy a walk on the be a u ti -
ful, re cen tly re no va ted bo u le vards alon -
gsi de it. Ho we ver, as for Wroc ław’s old
for ti fi ca tions – me die val walls, to wers
and la ter ba stions – ve ry few of them
ha ve sur vi ved. On ly the ir tra ces can
be fo und he re and the re. Most we re
de mo lis hed af ter the cap tu re of Wroc -
ław by tro ops of the French Em pe ror
Na po le on (in 1807, when the ci ty was
part of Prus sia). 

Zoo – Af ri ca in the mid dle 
of Eu ro pe [3]
Last ye ar Wroc ław Zoo was the most
po pu lar tic ke ted at trac tion in Po land
– it was vi si ted by as ma ny as 1.8 mil lion
pe o ple. This is due to the Af ri ca rium,
which ope ned in 2014 and has be co me
the big gest at trac tion of the Zoo. It is
vi si ted not on ly by the re si dents of
Wroc ław, but al so by pe o ple from other
re gions of Po land- and they all le a ve
de lig hted. 

This is not sur pri sing at all, be ca u -
se the Af ri ca rium is a uni que pla ce in
Eu ro pe. It is Eu ro pe’s on ly oce a na rium
de di ca ted to the flo ra and fa u na of Af -
ri ca. What is mo re, you are ne ver se -

pa ra ted from the ani mals by bars – you
can watch them ei ther from abo ve or
thro ugh a glass wall, which is much
mo re at trac ti ve. The bu il ding has three
sto ries, in clu ding one under gro und. 

„The re is so me thing for eve ry o ne
in the Af ri ca rium. We've got pen gu ins,
sharks, ma na te es, Ni le hip pos,” says
Ra do sław Ra taj szczak, di rec tor of the
Wroc law Zoo.

Ma na te es (sea cows) are lar ge aqu -
a tic mam mals. When sa i lors first saw
the ir ta ils and pro mi nent bre asts from
afar, they tho ught ma na te es we re si -
rens.

Sharks and rays can be best ad mi -
red when you fol low the Mo zam bi que
Tun nel, which is aglass tun nel run ning
thro ugh the cen tre of a big po ol. Ac ry -
lic pa nes are 18 to 32cm thick, and they
are the thic kest in the Mo zam bi que
Tun nel. They we re bro ught to Wroc -
ław from Ja pan.

Not ma ny pe o ple know that pen gu -
ins al so li ve in Af ri ca. Af ri can pen gu -
ins li ve on the so uth-we stern co ast of
the con ti nent (So uth Af ri ca, Na mi bia).
They fa ce ex tin ction be ca u se of le aks
from oil tan kers and fis her men who
fish for the ir fo od: sar di nes and an cho -
vies.

In the Af ri ca rium you can al so see
Ni le cro co di les, tur tles, brown fur se -
als (not to be con fu sed with true se als)
swim ming in a fo ur-me ter de ep po ol,
and over for ty tho u sand fish. Among
them, the gre at Na po le on, or hum phe -
ad wras se – the fish which can grow up
to two me ters long and we igh 190 ki lo -
grams. To the de light of vi si tors, es pe -
cial ly chil dren, the Na po le on in the Af -
ri ca rium is ve ry ea ger to ap pro ach the
glass pa ne. 

The walls of the Af ri ca rium are co -
ve red with wa ter falls, se ve ral me ters
high, and ar ti fi cial rocks. To bu ild the
rocks, de co ra tors first in stal led a me -
tal ske le ton and wrap ped it with a net,
then spray ed it with con cre te. La ter,
cracks we re car ved on the sur fa ce to
ma ke it lo ok li ke re al rocks. Fi nal ly eve -
ry thing was pa in ted with spe cial, non-
to xic pa ints. Con struc tion wor kers
from a Spa nish com pa ny spe cia li zing
in ar ti fi cial rock and tree de co ra tions
bro ught spe cial mo ulds, which had be -
en for med on tre es gro wing in a re al

jun gle. In to the mo ulds they po u red
a spe cial mix tu re of rub ber. When it
so li di fied, they used it to ge ther with
ar ti fi cial bark to bu ild tree trunks.

Thro ug ho ut the Af ri ca rium the re
are 13 po ols and ponds with ato tal area
of over 4600 squ a re me ters. They con -
ta in over 15 mil lion li tres of wa ter (as
ma ny as six Olym pic-si ze swim ming
po ols), cle a ned by over 50 fil ters.

Ho we ver, the re is mo re to see in the
Zoo than the Af ri ca rium. „Our Zoo has
the third lar gest col lec tion of ani mals
in Eu ro pe, in terms of the num ber of
spe cies,” says Ra do sław Ra tasz czak,
the di rec tor of the Wroc ław Zoo. „Apart
from the Af ri ca rium you ab so lu te ly
must see the oka pi and the In dian rhi -
no ce ros. 

Oka pi re sem ble ze bras, but they
are re la ted to gi raf fes. They li ve in the
fo rests of the Con go and are cal led fo -
rest gi raf fes. Wroc ław is the on ly pla -
ce in Eu ro pe whe re you can see them. 

The re are al so gi raf fes, lions, bi son,
wol ves, mon ke ys... and ma ny mo re ani -
mals, so you won’t re gret co ming he -
re.” The Wroc ław Zoo, lo o king ve ry at -
trac ti ve to day, has had ave ry tur bu lent
hi sto ry. It is the ol dest Zoo in Po land:
it ope ned in 1865. Ho we ver, it was la ter
clo sed twi ce. First, af ter World War I,
due to the im po ve ris hment of the ci ty
it was tur ned in to a park (from 1921 to
1927). It was re vi ved, but in 1945, at the
end of World War II, it was de stro y ed
du ring the sie ge of Wroc ław by the So -
viet Ar my. 

The Ger mans de fen ding the ci ty
shot pre da tors and elep hants, be ca u -
se they we re af ra id that af ter bom bing
the ani mals co uld esca pe to the ci ty
and wo uld be dan ge ro us to hu mans.
Ma ny other ani mals we re kil led by
bombs and mis si les – from over 2,000
on ly 200 sur vi ved the war. The Zoo did
not re o pen until 1948. 

In 1997, when wa ter en gul fed a ma -
jor part of the ci ty, the Zoo was al so
thre a te ned with flo o ding. But the bra -
ve re si dents of Wiel ka Wy spa, whe re
the Zoo is lo ca ted, wor ked day and
night to con struct le ve es from san -
dbags, an ef fort that sa ved the zoo and
the ir own ho u ses. 

The re is al so a sto ry of a he ro, told
in Wroc ław for al most 60 ye ars. On 17
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The must-see pla ces
when you hap pen 

to be in Wroc ław

Ostrów Tumski [Cathedral Island] – probably the
most magical place in Wrocław



May 1959, asix-ye ar old boy fell in to the
ran ge of po lar be ars. Ed ward Wit kow -
ski, a tin smith who wor ked in a car ga -
ra ge rus hed to re scue the boy. He wrap -
ped him self in a gar den ho se and jum -
ped in to the ran ge. 

„I ca ught and held the child, pe o -
ple pul led us up and it was all over,” he
re cal led mo dest ly ye ars la ter. 

The boy, se rio us ly wo un ded, was
sa ved by do ctors. Ed ward Wit kow ski
esca ped unsca thed. He was a he ro.
Chil dren on scho ol trips ca me to vi sit
him, pe o ple stop ped him in the stre et,
com pa nies spon so red his ho li days,
and he re ce i ved let ters not on ly from
Po land but al so from abro ad. 

The re mar kab le
Cen ten nial Hall [4]
Lo ca ted op po si te the ma in en tran ce
to the Zoo. When it was com ple ted in
1913 it was auni que struc tu re: it was co -
ve red with the world’s big gest re in for -
ced con cre te do me with a dia me ter of
67 me ters (on ly ste el struc tu res we re
big ger). The pi pe or gan in stal led in si -
de was the big gest in the world as well:
the in stru ment had 222 re gi sters and
16,706 pi pes. Even to day the Cen ten -
nial Hall im pres ses with its sca le and
si ze. 

The con struc tion, ho we ver, was not
ea sy. The Hall was de si gned by the fa -
mo us ar chi tect Max Berg, who at that
ti me was the Wroc ław ci ty con struc -
tion co un sel lor. When he sho wed the
de sign to the co un ci lors, he ca u sed an
upro ar. The co un ci lors sa id the hall re -
sem bled a gas me ter, a hat box, an in -
ver ted po ta to ba sket, and a glass ca ke. 

Du ring World War II Wroc law was
ru i ned, but the Cen ten nial Hall was
ba re ly af fec ted (unless you co unt bro -
ken win dows). Af ter the war it lost the
pi pe or gan, but you can he ar it now in
the ca the dral on the Ca the dral Is land. 

To day the hall is a gre at at trac tion
of Wroc ław, and in 2006 it was dec la -
red a UNE SCO World He ri ta ge Si te as
one of the mi le sto nes in the hi sto ry of
ar chi tec tu re and a ma ster pie ce of en -
gi ne e ring art. Next to the Hall, at the
ed ge of Szczyt nic ki Park, the re is a lar -
ge pond with a mul ti me dia fo un ta in
(with „light and so und” shows in the
eve nings).

From the sa me pe riod as the Cen -
ten nial Hall co mes the Fo ur Do me Pa -
vi lion (in clu ded in the UNE SCO list to -
ge ther with the Cen ten nial Hall), by
ano ther gre at ar chi tect of the ear ly
twen tieth cen tu ry, Hans Po elzig. The
bu il ding is ne wly re no va ted – you can
now ad mi re not on ly its ma gni fi cent
ar chi tec tu re, but the ex hi bi tion of con -
tem po ra ry art dis play ed in si de. 

In 1948 the Cen ten nial Hall was the
ve nue for the Ex hi bi tion of Re ga i ned
Ter ri to ries and of the World Con gress
of In tel lec tu als for Pe a ce, which was
at ten ded by, among others, Pab lo Pi -
cas so (it is be lie ved that in Wroc ław he
drew the whi te do ve of pe a ce on a na -
pkin), Ire ne Jo liot-Cu rie and Lo u is Ara -
gon. A ste el spi re, erec ted in front of
the Cen ten nial Hall, sur vi ved as arem -
nant of the events. It be ca me one of the
sym bols of Wroc ław. 

When it was con struc ted, at its top,
106 me ters abo ve the gro und, the re
was a glit te ring mir ror cir cle ro ta ting
aro und its own axis. At night, when
light from 24 lamps sho ne on the mir -
rors, the cir cle lo o ked li ke a lu mi no us
ha lo. 

Unfor tu na te ly, so on af ter the ex hi -
bi tion ope ned the ha lo was da ma ged
by a thun der storm. „Wind re mo de led
the light on the top and tur ned the spi -
re in to the lar gest sca rec row in Po land,”
jo ked Prof. Hu go Ste in ha us, the gre at
ma the ma ti cian who li ved in Wroc ław,
in his bo ok. The re ma i ning pie ces of
the da ma ged mir ror thre a te ned to fall
down on pas sers-by, but no bo dy knew
how to re mo ve them. That is, until two
vo lun te ers ap pe a red: stu dents who
we re al so clim bers.  – I sto od at the fo -
ot of the spi re cap ti va ted and frig hte -
ned. I ha ve ne ver felt so sca red be fo re,
even under the hig hest rock. For God's
sa ke!, I tho ught, I am to climb this pin!
– Zbi gniew Ja wo row ski, one of the clim -
bers la ter re cal led. 

One co uld be sca red, in de ed. The
spi re may lo ok strong at the ba se, but
the tip is on ly 4 cen ti me ters in dia me -
ter and du ring the storm it swings by
up to 4 me ters.

In Oc to ber 1948 30,000 pe o ple wat -
ched as Zbi gniew Ja wo row ski and Woj -
ciech Nie dzia łek clim bed on the pin to
pull down the bro ken mir ror. It to ok

them 36 ho urs to climb the spi re and
get down. But they did it. 

The Hall was a gre at pla ce to or ga -
ni ze mass events. In the Na zi era – when
Wroc ław was a part of Ger ma ny – ral -
lies fe a tu ring Hit ler we re held he re. Af -
ter World War II gre at spor ting events
and con certs we re or ga ni zed in the
Hall (ar tists li ke Iron Ma i den, Tan ge -
ri ne Dre am, Sla de, and Le o nard Co -
hen ha ve per for med he re). For ma ny
ye ars the Hall held the lar gest ci ne ma
in Eu ro pe, cal led „Gi gant” [Giant] with
3,000 se ats.

In 1997, the Cen ten nial Hall was the
ve nue of the 46th In ter na tio nal Eu cha -
ri stic Con gress, held under the mot to
„Eu cha rist and Fre e dom”. Po pe John
Pa ul II pray ed he re with the bis hops
and the fa ith ful for fre e dom, pe a ce and
re u ni fi ca tion of Chri stians.

Wu wa or how to bu ild 
go od ho u ses [5]
Ne ar the Cen ten nial Hall you will find
an ex tra or di na ry mo del re si den tial
esta te. It is cer ta in ly worth vi si ting, if
you want to see how at the turn of the
1930s pe o ple lo o ked for ide as for dwel -
lings that wo uld be inex pen si ve and re -
si dent-frien dly. So me of the con cepts
are still va lid to day. 

Wu wa, or the „Wor kpla ce and Ho -
u se Ex hi bi tion” (Woh nung – und Wer -
kra um – aus stel lung), was cre a ted in
1929 in just three and a half months. It
was fi nan ced by the ci ty and de si gned
by Wroc ław ar chi tects. To day it is one
of Wroc ław’s ma in at trac tions and can
be se en be twe en the fol lo wing stre ets:
Wrób lew skie go, Tram wa jo wa, Dem -
bow skie go, Zie lo ne go Dę bu and Ko -
per ni ka. 

It com pri ses 32 bu il dings: de ta ched
and se mi-de ta ched ho u ses, ter ra ced
ho u ses, a block of flats and even a kin -
der gar ten. They we re lu xu ry ho u ses
as well as flats for low-in co me fa mi lies,
sin gles and chil dless co u ples. The re
we re 103 small flats (45 to 60 squ a re
me tres) and 29 big ger flats. All we re
ful ly fur nis hed and the pri va te and pu -
blic are as aro und them we re de si gned
by lan dsca pe ar chi tects. 

„Af ter World War I Wroc ław was,
af ter Ber lin, the fa stest de ve lo ping ci -
ty in Ger ma ny. Owing to a ra pid de ve -

lop ment of in du stry, the po pu la tion of
the ci ty grew wi thin a few ye ars from
80,000 to over 300,000 pe o ple,” says
Zbi gniew Mać ków, awell-known Wroc -
ław ar chi tect and the ar chi tec tu re cu -
ra tor for the 2016 Eu ro pe an Ca pi tal of
Cul tu re. „What was urgen tly ne e ded
we re inex pen si ve and ea si ly ac ces sib -
le flats.” 

Yet the con struc tion ef forts in the
ci ty fo cu sed ma in ly on te ne ment ho -
u ses, which me ant a long and cost ly
pro cess. „Hen ce this ex hi bi tion. It was
to de mon stra te that ho u ses co uld be
bu ilt dif fe ren tly,” ex pla ins Mać ków. 

The esta te is men tio ned in eve ry
bo ok de a ling with Eu ro pe an mo der -
nist ar chi tec tu re. „We ha ve pil gri ma -
ges of ar chi tects from all over the world.
They ta ke pic tu res, want to get in si de,”
say Wu wa re si dents. 

The Wroc ław Wu wa has re ma i ned
al most unchan ged to this day. On ly ve -
ry few ow ners ha ve chan ged win dow
fra mes, car ried out al te ra tions or pro -
vi ded ex ter nal in su la tion to the bu il -
dings. 90 ye ars on, the idea gu i ding the
au thors of Wu wa is still ali ve in Wroc -
ław. Con tem po ra ry ar chi tects, who
usu al ly com pe te aga inst each other,
ha ve jo i ned for ces to show how a mo -
del re si den tial esta te sho uld lo ok in the
21st cen tu ry. The idea is si mi lar but its
im ple men ta tion and sca le are com ple -
te ly dif fe rent. 

„Both con cepts ha ve the sa me ro -
ots: the mis sion which is part of our
pro fes sion as ar chi tects and which in -
vol ves chan ging the world for the bet -
ter,” ex pla ins Zbi gniew Mać ków. 

To day, too, ar chi tects will pre sent
so lu tions for pe o ple of dif fe rent ages,
with dif fe rent ne eds and re so ur ces.
The mo del esta te of No we Żer ni ki – si -
tu a ted in the we stern part of the ci ty
– is to show how a new Wroc ław sho -
uld be bu ilt in the 21st cen tu ry. 

The esta te has be en de si gned in
such a way so as to enab le its re si dents
to li ve wi tho ut ha ving to use cars – ex -
cept when com mu ting. In the vi ci ni ty
of the ir f lats they will find a scho ol,
acre che, akin der gar ten, acul tu re cen -
tre and rec re a tio nal are as. If they ne -
ed to do so me shop ping, they will be
ab le to go to a mar ket or shops on the
gro und flo ors of the bu il dings (no su -

per mar ket is en vi sa ged). Most cars will
be kept in under gro und car parks. 

The new Wu wa is to de mon stra te
that it is po ssib le to bu ild a re si dent-
frien dly esta te that is not a bur den
for the rest of the ci ty. It is still under
con struc tion, but we will see the first
re sults next ye ar. 

Hy dro po lis or the 
Earth is wa ter [6]
You will see this at Hy dro po lis, a mo -
dern mu se um whe re you will le arn
abo ut wa ter and its si gni fi can ce to
the Earth. This will not be a bo ring
scho ol les son but a fa sci na ting mul -
ti me dia trip. It is de fi ni te ly a must-
see.

You can ta ke a walk the re from
Wiel ka Wy spa [Gre at Is land], whe re
you will find the zoo, Cen ten nial Hall
and Wu wa. To get the re, you sho uld
go thro ugh Most Zwie rzy niec ki [Ani -
mal Brid ge] and Wy brze że Wy spiań -
skie go [Wy spiań ski Em ban kment]
(pas sing the bu il dings of the Wroc -
ław Uni versity of Tech no lo gy); if you
ne ed to cross the Od ra Ri ver, you can
use a cab le way li ke the one used by
skiers in the mo un ta ins. Nor mal ly,
the cab le way is used by the stu dents
and staff of the Uni versity of Tech no -
lo gy as its bu il dings are si tu a ted on
both si des of the ri ver. Hy dro po lis
has be en bu ilt on the pre mi ses of
MPWiK – the mu ni ci pal com pa ny
pro vi ding wa ter to pe o ple li ving in
Wroc ław. 

As the gre at di rec tor Al fred Hit -
chcock used to say, „A go od film sho -
uld start with an ear thqu a ke and be
fol lo wed by ri sing ten sion.” At Hy -
dro po lis you will en co un ter a whir -
lpo ol right by the en tran ce and then
things get even mo re in te re sting. 

On 23 Ja nu a ry 1960 Don Walsh and
Jac qu es Pic card be ca me the first hu -
mans to re ach the de e pest po int on Earth
– the Chal len ger De ep in the Ma ria na
Trench in the Pa ci fic Oce an (10,994 m
be low sea le vel). They spent 20 mi nu tes
the re and saw, amongst others, afish re -
sem bling aso le or flo un der. „This was
an im por tant di sco ve ry: at the oce ans’
de e pest po int the re we re eno ugh nu -
trients and li fe-su sta i ning oxy gen,”
Walsh wo uld la ter say. The on ly man
who re pe a ted the ir fe at is Ja mes Ca -
me ron, the di rec tor of such films as
Ti ta nic and Ava tar.

The on ly one-to-one re pli ca of the
ba thy scap he Trie ste – used by the ex -
plo rers to get to the Chal len ger De -
ep – can be fo und in Wroc ław’s Hy -
dro po lis. In Fe bru a ry this ye ar it was
se en by Don Walsh him self. You, too,
can get in to the ba thy scap he and re -
pe at this ex tra or di na ry ex pe di tion.

But this will on ly be the be gin ning
of yo ur to ur of Hy dro po lis. In it you
will be gu i ded by a wa ter path- as you
can ima gi ne. It is ne ar ly half a ki lo -
me tre long and wa ter f lows in it
thanks to se ve ral hun dred small
pumps.  Next, you can fol low e.g. the
ro u tes of sa i lors ex plo ring the world,
com pa re the si ze of old ships with
con tem po ra ry giants cros sing the
oce ans, get to know the in ha bi tants
of the sea depths (star ting with the
first ones from 3.3 bil lion ye ars ago)
and test wa ter ma chi nes of an cient
in ven tors (e.g. Ar chi me des' screw or
He ron’s tur bi ne). In each ro om you
will find the Hy dro pe dia, i.e. a col lec -
tion of po pu lar scien ce ar tic les. 

And when you get ti red – be ca u se
you can be co me en gros sed in the mu -
se um for ho urs – you can rest on co -
u ches, li ste ning to the swo osh of sea
wa ves.   This uni que mu se um has be -
en cre a ted in ul. Na Grob li [On the
We ir Stre et], in a hu ge 1893 drin king
wa ter tank that used to sup ply wa ter
to pe o ple li ving in Wroc ław. Next to
it stands a be a u ti ful, par tly re no va -
ted wa ter to wer. �
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What to see, whe re to go, whe re to
rest and whe re to ha ve fun? Yo ung
pe o ple from Wroc ław re com mend
the ir fa vo u ri te spots. 

COL LEC TED BY ILO NA NIE BAŁ

Ada Chmie lew ska, 22 ye ars 

If you li ke bu sy pla ces and you don’t
mind no i se, go to the Ry nek [Mar ket
Squ a re]. It is be a u ti ful and has a lot
to of fer – you can ta ke a walk, ha ve so -
me thing to eat, sit on a bench, see
a per for man ce etc.  The re are al so
pla ces in Wroc ław whe re ti me slows
down, no one is in a hur ry and the re
aren’t such crowds as in the Ry nek.
The se are Ostrów Tum ski [Ca the dral
Is land] and Bul war Du ni kow skie go
[Du ni kow ski Bo u le vard]. You can find
pe a ce and qu iet the re or re char ge yo -
ur bat te ries. In my opi nion the se are
the most be a u ti ful pla ces in Wroc ław.

Do mi ni ka Chmie lew ska, 19 ye ars
Per haps it is hard to be lie ve you can
find an oa sis of pe a ce in a ci ty cen tre,
but in Wroc ław you re al ly can. I re -
com mend the Bo ta ni cal Gar den. The -
re are lots of qu iet and en chan ting
spots the re. You can ad mi re ma ny in -
cre dib le plant spe cies. It’s hard to
ima gi ne a bet ter ti me for that than
sum mer, when so ma ny flo wers are

in blo om. The ir co lo urs are re al ly bre -
ath ta king. Of co ur se, it’s im pos sib le
to desc ri be this, be ca u se no words
can con vey such im pres sions – that’s
why you sho uld de fi ni te ly go the re! 

Ka ro li na Krą żyń ska, 22 ye ars
The who le of Wroc ław is be a u ti ful
and du ring sum mer eve ry thing blos -
soms and is vi brant with li fe. If you
co me to Wroc ław for a few days, you
sho uld vi sit the Per go la next to the
Ha la Stu le cia [Cen ten nial Hall] and
the ne ar by Ja pa ne se Gar den. You can
get the re by using the ci ty bi kes, which
can be fo und in ma ny spots. I of ten
use them and re com mend them to
others.  On the other hand, in the cen -
tre – Ry nek – the re are lots of re sta u -
rants and pubs. You will cer ta in ly find
the right pla ce for you, es pe cial ly gi -
ven the fact that ma ny new pla ces ha -
ve ope ned. 

Łu kasz Go lec, 25 ye ars
Wroc ław is ve ry in te re sting, it’s de -
ve lo ping ra pi dly and you can see that
eve ryw he re. The ci ty has mo re and
mo re pla ces whe re you can spend ti -
me with yo ur friends out do ors, pla -
ces li ke Wy spa Sło do wa [Malt Is land],
Per go la or the new bo u le vards by the
Od ra Ri ver. You can find so me thing
that will su it yo ur ta ste – from small
cul tu ral events, li ke the a tri cal per for -
man ces in cafés or pubs, to lar ger

Wroc ław for the yo ung

How to find yo ur way in
Wrocław and where to look
for information about the
city? The organizers of the
Days in the Dioceses in
Wrocław, the event
preceding the World Youth
Day, are ready to answer
any question. 

ILO NA NIE BAŁ

„The Days in the Dio ce ses” are the
first part of the World Yo uth Day ce -
le bra tions which will ta ke pla ce on
26–31 Ju ly in Kra ków. Du ring the
„Days in the Dio ce ses” yo ung pil grims
will vi sit pa ris hes all over Po land. In
Wroc ław, apart from com mon pray -
ers, the vi si tors can par ti ci pa te in a va -
rie ty of cul tu ral events and con certs,

and en joy sightse e ing. All the fe a tu -
red events are of fe red not on ly to pil -
grims, but al so to to u rists and lo cals.

What, whe re and when?
In for ma tion can be fo und on the web -
si te www.sdm2016.wroc law.pl; it is
ava i lab le in En glish, Ger man, French,
Ita lian, Spa nish and Po lish.

Eve ry pil grim ar ri ving in Wroc ław
as a mem ber of a re gi ste red gro up
will al so re ce i ve a spe cial pil grim’s
kit, in clu ding a map and pil grim’s gu -
i de with prac ti cal in for ma tion (for
exam ple, abo ut trans por ta tion) as
well as the most im por tant in for ma -
tion abo ut the pro gram me of the
„Days in the Dio ce ses”. 

In for ma tion po ints will be set up
to pro vi de de ta i led in for ma tion abo -
ut the events or ga ni zed as part of the
„Days in the Dio ce ses” in Wroc ław,
abo ut trans por ta tion and the World
Yo uth Day in ge ne ral. Per ma nent in -

for ma tion po ints will be open on
20–25 Ju ly from 9 am to 9 pm at cen -
tral po ints in the ci ty:

Ry nek [Mar ket Squ a re] – the cros -
sro ad of ul. Świd nic ka and Oław ska,

Ostrów Tum ski [Ca the dral Is land]
– pl. Koś ciel ny/ul. Ka te dral na, ne ar
the fo un ta in;

Wroc ław Cen tral Ra il way Sta tion
– ma in hall.

In di vi du al events will be ac com pa -
nied by tem po ra ry in for ma tion po ints:

on 21, 22 and 24 Ju ly – at each Mer -
cy Fest,

on 23 Ju ly – du ring the re li gio us
events at the Ca the dral Is land – two
ad di tio nal in for ma tion po ints (as well
as the per ma nent po int)

on 23 Ju ly – du ring the „Sin ging Eu -
ro pe” con cert – on both si des of the
sta dium (from ul. Lot ni cza and ul.
Kró le wiec ka),

on 25 Ju ly – two po ints in Trzeb ni -
ca.

Con certs in fi ve lo ca tions
Pil grims will ar ri ve in Wroc ław on 20
Ju ly and le a ve for Kra ków on 25 Ju -
ly. The fo ur days in Wroc ław will be
fil led with re li gio us and se cu lar
events, sche du led da i ly be twe en 9
am and 10 pm. The or ga ni zers es pe -
cial ly re com mend the Mer cy Fest and
Sin ging Eu ro pe con certs. 

Mer cy Fest com pri ses fi ve con -
certs or ga ni zed in dif fe rent parts of
the ci ty, and com bi ning the idea of
the World Yo uth Day with that of the
Eu ro pe an Ca pi tal of Cul tu re. The
events are me ant to in te gra te yo ung
pe o ple from all over the world with
the pe o ple of Wroc ław. Apart from
pray ing, the re will be ti me for play -
ing and dan cing to ge ther, for cul tu -
ral pre sen ta tions and for per for man -
ces by gro ups from va rio us co un tries. 

Mer cy Fest con certs will be held on
21, 22 and 24 Ju ly in fi ve ve nu es in
Wroc ław: Park Po łud nio wy [So u thern

Park], Kar ło wi ce di strict (the squ a re
at al. Ja na Ka spro wi cza 45), squ a re in
ul. Ry sia, Plac Wol no ści [Fre e dom Squ -
a re], and the cam pus of the Wroc ław
Uni versity of Tech no lo gy at ul. Wit ti -
ga („Te ki”). On 21 and 24 Ju ly the con -
certs will ta ke pla ce from 5 pm to 9 pm,
and on 22 Ju ly – from 5 pm to 7 pm.

O so le mio for 1100 vo i ces 
at the sta dium
On Sa tur day, 23 Ju ly the Mu ni ci pal
Sta dium in Wroc ław will host the
„Sin ging Eu ro pe” con cert fe a tu ring
the par ti ci pants of the World Yo uth
Day, the ir host fa mi lies and other ci -
ti zens of Wroc ław. The event will be
la un ched at 6 pm by the May or of
Wroc ław, Ra fał Dut kie wicz. 

The con cert will be di vi ded in to
two parts. Part one will be a per for -
man ce of the star of the eve ning, Si -
ster Cri sti na Scuc cia, the win ner of
The Vo i ce of Ita ly. Part two will be

Pil grim’s kit or what’s on du ring the Days in the Dio c 

This sum mer, the re are no days off
in the Lo wer Si le sian ca pi tal. Eve ry
day Wroc ław of fers a num ber of
events for you to en joy. What are
the most in te re sting ones on 20–25
Ju ly?

ILO NA NIE BAŁ

It’s hard to ima gi ne that sum mer in
the ca pi tal of Lo wer Si le sia co uld be
pac ked with mo re cul tu ral events
than this ye ar, when Wroc ław is the
Eu ro pe an Ca pi tal of Cul tu re. Wha -
te ver art form you en joy, you will find
so me thing to su it yo ur ta ste.

In do or and out do or ci ne ma
This part of the sum mer in the ci ty
will be do mi na ted by film as the 16th
T-Mo bi le New Ho ri zons In ter na tio -
nal Film Fe sti val be gins on 21 Ju ly.
The films fe a tu red du ring the fe sti -
val in clu de the Po lish pre mie re of The
Lost Hig hway; an ope ra, di rec ted by
Na ta lia Kor cza kow ska, ba sed on Da -
vid Lynch’s cult film. 

Each ye ar the New Ho ri zons fe sti -
val pre sents films which we re shown
du ring fe sti vals in Can nes or Ber lin.
This ye ar the fe sti val pro gram me will
fe a tu re the la test film by Pe dro Al -
mo dó var – Ju lie ta. Other in te re sting
items in clu de a re tros pec ti ve of films
by the Ita lian di rec tor Pip po Del bo -
no.

No ti me to see the films du ring the
day? No wor ries – you can en joy out -
do or scre e nings star ting eve ry day at
10 pm in the Mar ket Squ a re. The pro -
gram me fe a tu res so me of the most
im por tant films from 2015, such as
„Yo uth” by Pa o lo Sor ren ti no, „The
Lu re” by Agniesz ka Smo czyń ska,
„The Tre a su re” by Cor ne liu Po rum -
bo iu, „Go od night Mom my” by Ve ro -
ni ka Franz and Se ve rin Fia la and „The
Brand New Te sta ment” by Ja co Van
Do rma el. On 25 Ju ly you can see the
scre e ning of a 1977 Ita lian ci ne ma clas -
sic, Et to re Sco la’s A Spe cial Day (re -
sto red by CSC-Ci ne te ca Na zio na le
under the su per vi sion of Lu cia no To -
vo li in co o pe ra tion with Surf Film).

The Mar ket Squ a re is not the on -
ly out do or scre e ning ve nue in Wroc -

ław. An out do or ci ne ma will al so open
on Fri day and Sa tur day at 9.30 pm
on Wy spa Sło do wa [Malt Is land].

Vi su al arts: clas sic 
and con tem po ra ry
If you’d ra ther see an ex hi bi tion, then
„Marc Cha gall and Eu ro pe an avant-
gar de ar tists” is a must for you. For
first-ti me vi si tors to Wroc ław, this will
be a two-in-one de al: the works are
dis play ed in the Ci ty Mu se um of
Wroc ław, lo ca ted in the Ro y al Pa la ce
on ul. Ka zi mie rza Wiel kie go, so you
can see the ex hi bi tion and the pa la -
ce at the sa me ti me. The ex hi bi tion
fe a tu res a se lec tion of works from the
Marc Cha gall Mu se um in Vi tebsk (Be -
la rus), the ci ty whe re the ar tist was
born.

Po lish-Ger man re con ci lia tion is
the to pic of the mul ti me dia ex hi bi -
tion „For gi ve ness and Re con ci lia tion:
Car di nal Ko mi nek, an Unknown Fo -
un ding Fa ther of Eu ro pe”, on dis play
at the Ar se nal. In 1965 Wroc ław’s Car -
di nal Bo le sław Ko mi nek wro te „The
Pa sto ral Let ter of the Po lish Bis hops
to the ir Ger man Bro thers” fe a tu ring
the words „we for gi ve and we ask for
for gi ve ness...”, which was the first at -
tempt at re con ci lia tion be twe en the
two na tions af ter World War II.

The ex hi bi tion was cre a ted in col -
la bo ra tion with the Mu se um of Eu -
ro pe and it dis plays works of art in -
spi red by the the me of war and re -
con ci lia tion, e.g. Ale xan der Po lzin’s
scul ptu res Re qu iem and Do ub le An -
gel. A lot of at ten tion is al so de vo ted
to World War II and the ex pe rien ces
of Car di nal Ko mi nek, the ti me of Sta -
li nism, and the ro ad to re con ci lia tion.
This is pre sen ted aga inst the bac kgro -
und of Ger man-Po lish and Eu ro pe -
an hi sto ry be fo re, du ring, and af ter
World War II.

Our third pro po sal is the „Bien -
na le of the Yo ung Eu ro pe an Art”
– a tra vel ling ex hi bi tion which for two
ye ars vi sits co un tries par ti ci pa ting
in it. The in ter na tio nal pro ject pre -
sen ting works by ar tists under the
age of 35 is on dis play at the Wroc ław
Con gress Cen tre – the Cen ten nial
Hall. The ex hi bi tion com pri ses works
cre a ted by 56 Eu ro pe an ar tists: pa in -

tings, dra wings, pho to graphs, ob -
jects, in stal la tions and vi de os. Po -
land is re pre sen ted by Mi łosz Flis,
Mi chał Fry drych, Mar ce li na Groń,
Kor nel Jan czy, Be re ni ka Ko wal -
ska, Iza be la Łę ska, To masz Po -
znysz and Ma gda le na Sa wic ka. 

The ex hi bi tion was pre vio us -
ly shown in Fran ce and Den mark,
and from Wroc ław it will mo ve on
to Ita ly, Spa in and Por tu gal.

The ma ster of the a tre 
in pic tu res
Al tho ugh the the a tri cal se a son
usu al ly ends when the sum mer
ho li days be gin, tho se who are in -
te re sted in the hi sto ry of the a tre
are in for a tre at in Wroc ław: an
ex hi bi tion, „Fol lo wing... Je rzy Gro -
tow ski in pho to graphs by Jan
Krzysz tof Fio łek”, com me mo ra -
ting the 17th an ni ver sa ry of the de -
ath of Je rzy Gro tow ski, the re now -
ned Po lish di rec tor re gar ded as
one of the re for mers of the a tre.
The ex hi bi tion fe a tu res ma ny pre -
vio us ly unse en pho to graphs do -
cu men ting the work of Je rzy Gro -
tow ski in the Te atr La bo ra to rium.

The pho tos we re ta ken in
1979–1981 in Po land and Ita ly, and
they show va rio us im por tant
events in the di rec tor’s work. The
ex hi bi tion opens with pic tu res
do cu men ting the 20th an ni ver -
sa ry of Te atr La bo ra to rium (on
15 No vem ber 1979), and in clu des
shots from the con fe ren ce „Gro -
tow ski II. The bo un da ries of the -
a tre” held in Mi lan, pho tos from
Gro tow ski’s last pro duc tion, Apo -
ca lyp sis cum fi gu ris, and from
the last sta ge work, Po lish Tha -
na tos. In can ta tions, pro du ced
wi tho ut Gro tow ski’s par ti ci pa -
tion under the di rec tion of Ry -
szard Cie ślak, as well as so me
pre vio us ly unpub lis hed pho tos
from the pa ra the a tri cal under -
ta king Tree of Pe o ple. 

Ho we ver, the se are just so me
of the ma ny cul tu ral events held
this sum mer in Wroc ław. Cul tu -
ral Wroc ław – the Eu ro pe an Ca pi -
tal of Cul tu re 2016 has much mo -
re to of fer. �

Co me and see 
the Eu ro pe an Ca pi tal of Cul tu re

Łu kasz Go lec
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open-air events, e.g. in the Ry nek or
Pa saż Nie pol da [Nie pold Pas sa ge -
way]. 

Oli wia Su cho dol ska, 18 ye ars
I’m a vo ca tio nal scho ol stu dent and
my co ur se fo cu ses on to u rism and
hos pi ta li ty, so Wroc ław at trac tions
are my cup of tea. When it co mes to
ar chi tec tu re, we can ad mi re the Ro -
ma nes que sty le in Ostrów Tum ski
and the Go thic sty le in the Ry nek.
Ano ther must-see is the Cen ten nial
Hall. We ha ve ma ny won der ful mu -
se ums; I wo uld es pe cial ly re com -
mend the Mu se um of Ar chi tec tu re.
I al so li ke the Mu se um of Bo ur ge o -
is Art in the Town Hall, whe re we
can see e.g. busts of poets and well-
known hi sto ri cal fi gu res in the Gal -
le ry of Fa mo us Re si dents of Wroc -
ław.  

We ro ni ka Te ren da, 18 ye ars
I spend my free ti me in a va rie ty of
ways and Wroc ław cer ta in ly ma kes
this po ssib le. Bul war Du ni kow skie -
go is an ex cel lent pla ce to walk and
re lax. If you’re in to rol ler ska ting, I re -
com mend the track at the Olym pic
Sta dium – lots of ro om and a ve ry well
pre pa red sur fa ce.  You can ha ve re al -
ly gre at fun at the new tram po li ne
park Go Jump. If you li ke uncon ven -
tio nal art, I re com mend the Neon Si -
de Gal le ry in Ru ska stre et. �

He re a sy na go gue stands
next to a Ca tho lic church
and it ta kes on ly a few
mi nu tes to walk from an
Or tho dox ca the dral to
a Lu the ran church. 

But a walk in to the past
ta kes much lon ger.
At le ast eight hun dred
ye ars.

BE A TA MA CIE JEW SKA

In fact, to day’s „sac red di strict”,
and for se ve ral cen tu ries sim ply
the Je wish di strict in Bres lau (as
Wroc ław was cal led when it be -
lon ged to Ger ma ny), was ne ver
re al ly as sac red as it might se em,
but this ma kes it even mo re in te -
re sting. It is de fi ni te ly worth tal -
king a walk he re. To see a dum -
pling clock and check how St. An -
tho ny ma na ged to win for him -
self a stre et whe re a whi te stork
bu ilt a nest.

The dogs must go
The first stop on our to ur of the
Fo ur De no mi na tions Di strict is
in ul. św. An to nie go [St. An tho -
ny Stre et]. This is whe re we find
the Ro man Ca tho lic church of St.
An tho ny. 

The stre et is a stran ge pla ce
– po or we a vers and dy ers set tled
he re in the Mid dle Ages, whi le
to day it is the do ma in of fu ne ral
di rec tors. Yet the sight of cof fins
or urns in win dows does not de -
ter pas sers-by from ha ving fun.
On the con tra ry, if li fe is short,
we sho uld en joy it, of co ur se wi -
tho ut gi ving up our va ni tas mu -
sings – for exam ple, over cof fee
and cof fin-sha ped ca ke at the Ka -
ra van bar under num ber 40.

The be gin nings of the stre et
we re mo dest and not ve ry re li -
gio us – it ap pe a red in the ci ty as
Hun de gas se (1345) or Dogs Al -
ley. Hun de gas se was re na med
An to nien stras se on ly in 1718, fol -
lo wing a re qu est by the then Bis -
hop of Wroc ław, who ca me to the
con clu sion that St. An tho ny’s
Church (con sec ra ted eight ye ars
ear lier) had to ha ve a mo re pre -
sti gio us ad dress. 

The de sign of the church,
which ori gi na ted in Ita ly, is ve ry
in te re sting. We can find si mi lar
gal le ry-hall chur ches with a cle -
ar span na ve and chan cel in Ro -
me, Vien na and Linz.

The church can not be se en
from afar; it mer ges in to the bac -

kgro und, tho ugh in si de we can find
re al tre a su res. No won der, the re fo -
re, that it has be en vi si ted by mem -
bers of va rio us ru ling ho u ses, in clu -
ding the Rus sian em press Ma ria Fe -
o do rov na, wi fe of Pa ul I.

Ti red with ex plo ring the se tre a -
su res, we can rest in the pews, which,
al tho ugh uncom for tab le, are three
hun dred ye ars old and ha ve sur vi ved
all na tu ral di sa sters and wars ra va -
ging Wroc ław. A true mi rac le of Sa -
int An tho ny.

Who has the clock, 
gets the dum plings
The se cond church awa its us in ul.
św. Mi ko ła ja [St. Ni cho las Stre et]. It
is the Or tho dox Ca the dral of the Na -
ti vi ty of the Bles sed Vir gin Ma ry,
which ori gi na ted in the Mid dle Ages.
At that ti me the church was used by
the we a vers’ gu ild as well as by whit -
ta wers, so ap ma kers and in nke e pers,
who even had a se pa ra te gal le ry he -
re. 

A uni que fe a tu re of the church is
the fa mo us Dum pling Clock par tly
re con struc ted in 2014. It is one of tho -
se hi sto ric mo nu ments that bu ilds
a ci ty’s at mos phe re and po pu la ri ty,
a fa vo u ri te of co oks, an in spi ra tion
for poets and the pro ta go nist of old
le gends.

With its im pres si ve blue fa ce with
a ra diant sun, the cen tu ries-old clock,
men tio ned as ear ly as in 1580, owes
its fa me not to its lo oks but to its lack
of pun ctu a li ty. We do not know when
it star ted to be slow, but we do know
how slow it was – abo ut 15 mi nu tes.
Its inex cu sab le slow ness in com pa -
ri son with other clocks was even cri -
ti ci sed du ring a me e ting of the Ci ty
Co un cil in May 1879.

The of fi cial re a son was con cern
for the ears of Wroc ław re si dents,
which hurt when the clocks of the
Town Hall, St. Eli sa beth’s Church and
St. Ma ry Ma gda le ne’s Church – all lo -
ca ted ne ar by – be gan to chi me at the
sa me ti me.

Ho u se wi ves qu ic kly di sco ve red
that po ta to dum plings (a Wroc ław
spe cial ty ma de of bo i led po ta toes and
fil led with to a sted bre ad cu bes) wo -
uld be per fect, if they threw them in -
to bo i ling wa ter when the ma in clocks
in the ci ty be gan chi ming and to ok
them out when they he ard the clock
of the church in St. Ni cho las Stre et,
at that ti me the Lu the ran Church of
St. Bar ba ra. This is how the clock be -
ca me to be known as the Dum pling
Clock. 

The whi te stork has lan ded
The third stop is in ul. Włod ko wi ca
[Włod ko wic Stre et], by the Whi te
Stork Sy na go gue. It is the on ly Wroc -
ław sy na go gue that has sur vi ved to

this day. Its be gin nings are as so cia -
ted with a dis pu te be twe en li be ral
and or tho dox Jews. 

The li be rals – we al thy mer chants,
scho lars known all over Eu ro pe, gre -
at fi nan ciers – ga ve up the tra di tio -
nal dress, and cut the ir si de curls and
be ards. They re gar ded them sel ves
as Ger mans of the Je wish fa ith, they
wan ted to ha ve rab bis edu ca ted at
Ger man uni versities and pray in im -
pres si ve tem ples and not in cram -
ped shuls. They bro ke with tra di tion
and old cu stoms, and be ca me as si -
mi la ted in to the Chri stian com mu -
ni ty. The or tho dox Jews spo ke Yid -
dish and scru pu lo us ly ob ser ved the
ru les of Tal mu dic law.

In 1819 the Prus sian au tho ri ties
in for med the Je wish com mu ni ty
that wi thin two ye ars a new sy na go -
gue wo uld ha ve to be erec ted, be ca -
u se af ter that ti me small pray er ro -
oms wo uld be clo sed. The Jews ra i -
sed the mo ney and be gan ne go tia -
ting with the mer chant Ja kob Phi lip
Sil ber ste in, ow ner of a plot of land
known as the „Whi te Stork”, whe re
the new sy na go gue was to be bu ilt.
A co un te rac tion by the or tho dox
com mu ni ty led to the mo ney be ing
re tur ned to the do nors.

What re ma i ned, ho we ver, was
a de sign of the fu tu re sy na go gue by
the emi nent ar chi tect Carl Fer di -
nand Lan ghans, son of the au thor of
the Bran den burg Ga te in Ber lin. Its
Neo c las si cal façade and spa cio us in -
te rior lit by a hu ge lu net te we re ap -
pre cia ted by the li be rals. The or tho -
dox Jews we re much less en thu sia -
stic, be ca u se the sy na go gue had
a sha red en tran ce for both men and
wo men. Ho we ver, the li be rals got
what they wan ted and in 1829 erec -
ted the sy na go gue as a pri va te sy na -
go gue, using Sil ber ste in’s funds. 

Emi nent rab bis who pray ed the -
re in clu ded Abra ham Ge i ger, an ad -
vo ca te of re forms of the Je wish li -
tur gy. Thanks to Ge i ger’s con tri bu -
tion to the emer gen ce and de ve lop -
ment of Re form Ju da ism, the Whi -
te Stork Sy na go gue be ca me a per -
ma nent part of the hi sto ry of the
Jews.

It al so in f lu en ced St. Edith Ste -
in, pa tron sa int of Eu ro pe. Her pio -
us mo ther, Au gu ste, pray ed he re on
the most im por tant Je wish ho li days:
New Ye ar (Rosh Has ha nah) and the
Day of Ato ne ment (Yom Kip pur).
Wo men wo uld ga ther in the sy na go -
gue be hind a lat ti ced scre en in the
gal le ries sur ro un ding the ma in hall. 

As Ste in wro te in her au to bio -
grap hy, „When we we re chil dren, we
did not ac com pa ny her but usu al ly
went at no on to call for her at the sy -
na go gue. We wo re our ve ry best
dres ses and shoes, and con gre ga ted

in the co ur ty ard with ma ny other
chil dren, si mi lar ly at ti red in fe sti ve
clo thing, who we re me e ting the ir pa -
rents.” 

When the „Cry stal Night” ca me
on 9–10 No vem ber 1938, sy na go gu -
es be gan to burn ac ross Ger ma ny.
The Whi te Stork sur vi ved, be ca u se
it sto od in a den se ly bu ilt-up area
and the ar so nists we re af ra id that
the fi re wo uld spre ad to the ad ja cent
bu il dings.

Af ter the war the sy na go gue be -
ca me a pla ce of wor ship for the Po -
lish Jews. Lost in 1974 and re co ve -
red by them in 1996, it is on ce aga in
a cen tre of re li gio us and cul tu ral li -
fe. 

The Word of the Lord 
in ro se pe tals 
The last stop on our to ur is the Lu -
the ran Church of Di vi ne Pro vi den -
ce in ul. Ka zi mie rza Wiel kie go [Ka -
zi mierz the Gre at Stre et]. 

Ini tial ly, it was the first Cal vi nist
church in Wroc ław. Mem bers of the
Cal vi nist con gre ga tion, al tho ugh in -
flu en tial and be lon ging to Wroc ław’s
in tel lec tu al eli te, had to wa it for a long
ti me be fo re they co uld prac ti ce the -
ir fa ith fre e ly. The Lu the ran Ci ty Co -
un cil was ra ther ho sti le to other Pro -
te stant de no mi na tions and it was not
until the cap tu re of Wroc ław by Fre -
de rick II of Prus sia from the Cal vi -
nist Ho u se of Ho hen zol lern that the
Wroc ław Cal vi nists we re ab le to start
bu il ding the ir church.

The fo un da tion sto ne was la id on
23 May 1747, ha ving be en bles sed by
the co urt pre a cher Ja kob Lo os. Unfor -
tu na te ly, when it was still under con -
struc tion, the church was de stro y ed
by an ex plo sion in the ad ja cent Gun -
pow der To wer – the ter rib le di sa ster
was bro ught abo ut by lightning which
ca u sed po wder kegs to ex plo de.

The ca la mi ty mo ved Cal vi nists all
over Eu ro pe; with the ir help the church
was qu ic kly re bu ilt and con sec ra ted
ba re ly a ye ar af ter the di sa ster. 

The church was de si gned in a clas -
si ci sing la te Ba ro que sty le. The in te -
rior is au ste re, cold even. Our at ten -
tion is drawn pri ma ri ly by the pul pit
pla ced di rec tly abo ve the al tar sto -
ne. The Cal vi nists put a lot of em pha -
sis on ser mons, hen ce such a pri vi -
le ged pla ce for the pul pit. Its sha pe
is that of a cup and it is de co ra ted
with ro se flo wers.

In 1830 to ce le bra te the 300th an -
ni ver sa ry of the Aug sburg Con fes -
sion King Fre de rick Wil liam III gran -
ted the church the tit le of co urt
church. It was de di ca ted to Di vi ne
Pro vi den ce in 1945; to day the church
be longs to the Wroc ław Dio ce se of
the Evan ge li cal Church of the Aug -
sburg Con fes sion. �

Four Denominations District 
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WOLRD YOUTH DAY Wrocław

a con cert of „The most fa mo us Eu ro -
pe an songs” per for med by an or che -
stra and cho irs con duc ted by Agniesz -
ka Fran ków-Że laz ny. 

Cho irs from mo re than a do zen
Eu ro pe an co un tries ha ve jo i ned the
pro ject, so the re will be as ma ny as
1100 sin gers on sta ge. We ho pe that
the who le sta dium will sing with
them, be ca u se eve ry o ne sho uld know
the re per to i re – it will in clu de songs
li ke „Ku ku łe czka”, „O so le mio” and
„Ka lin ka”.�
In for ma tion and re ports abo ut the
events will be pu blis hed on of fi cial so -
cial me dia si tes:
Fa ce bo ok: WYD / SDM Wroc law 2016
Snap chat: WYD/SDM Wroc law 2016
(sdmwroc law2016)
In sta gram: WYD/SDM Wroc law 2016
(wyd_sdmwroc law2016)
Twit ter: WYD/SDM Wroc law 2016
(@WY DWro)
Yo u Tu be: World Yo uth Day Wroc law
2016 
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Bre ak fast, snack, so up or
dinner? Wrocław bistros,
bars and restaurants will
satisfy everyone – those
more and those less
hungry.  Here are 10 dishes
selected from among
thousands of menu items
available in Wrocław.

ILO NA NIE BAŁ

BRE AK FAST 
Ba gel – Gnia zdo
Ka wiar nia Gnia zdo [Nest Café] re -
com mends ba gels for bre ak fast. The -
re are se ve ral kinds of ba gels ava i lab -
le (pic tu red) – both me at and ve ge ta -
rian. The la test ad di tion to the me nu
is the Egg Ba gel – a de li cio us com bi -
na tion of eggs, ba con or che e se ser -
ved on a ba gel and ac com pa nied by
ice berg let tu ce, to ma toes and red
onions. The dish costs 12 PLN.  With
a cup of aro ma tic cof fee or a glass of
fres hly squ e e zed ju i ce it con sti tu tes
a per fect, ener gy-bo o sting bre ak fast.
The café is al so fa mo us for its pa stries.
It of fers de li cio us che e se ca kes, tarts
with se a so nal fru it, me rin gue ca kes
and tar tlets. Af ter 19.00 the pri ce of
each ca ke is re du ced by half. 

Whe re? Ka wiar nia Gnia zdo, 
ul. Świd nic ka 36

Bre ak fast a la car te 
– Cen tral Café
If po rrid ge, then ha ve it with yo ur fa -
vo u ri te ex tras, if eggs, you can ha ve
them bo i led, po a ched, fried, scram -
bled, as an ome let te or in so me other
form – you de ci de what yo ur bre ak -
fast will lo ok li ke. You can al so cho o -
se among ma ny va rie ties of pan ca kes
and ba gel san dwi ches. And eve ry -
thing is ava i lab le from 7.00. The in gre -
dients and sup pliers do not chan ge,

so vi si tors will qu ic kly re co gni se the -
ir fa vo u ri te fla vo urs even af ter a ye ar
or two.  A small bre ak fast com pri sing
e.g. cof fee and cro is sant costs 8.50
PLN; a mo re sub stan tial me al will cost
you 20 PLN. Po rrid ge costs 7 PLN and
each ex tra – 2 PLN. Yo ur in di vi du al
wis hes are ta ken in to ac co unt as well
– e.g. you may want to ha ve yo ur me -
al ma de with wa ter ra ther than milk.

Whe re? Cen tral Café, 
ul. Św. An to nie go 10

LUNCH
Glu ten-free to ast 
– Ma chi na Or ga ni ka
Glu ten-free to ast with plant-ba sed
cot ta ge che e se and spring ve ge tab -
les costs 14 PLN. Ma chi na Or ga ni -
ka, whe re it can be fo und, is a pla ce
ser ving he al thy fo od, pro ces sed as
lit tle as po ssib le, free from any ani -
mal pro ducts. Its mis sion re vol ves
aro und the idea that what we eat has
a re al im pact on our he alth and our
qua lity of li fe.  The me nu fe a tu res
ve gan so ups, pa sta and bur gers – ma -
de of e.g. qu i noa or car rots – as well
as light sa lads. Eve ry day the re sta -
u rant of fers dif fe rent bre ak fast and
lunch me nus. The re are al so su gar-
free and glu ten-free des serts. Pri ces
ran ge from 8 to 25 PLN. So me ti mes
you can al so buy glu ten-free bre ad
ba ked on si te the re.

Whe re? Ma chi na Or ga ni ka, ul. Ru ska 19

Spi cy Me xi can so up – Zu pa
Ser ved from the ve ry be gin nings of
the Zu pa [The So up] bar and li ked so
much by its cu sto mers, that it has to
be ava i lab le eve ry day. A spi cy Me xi -
can so up, it con ta ins a mix tu re of be -
ef, pork, thic kly sli ced ve ge tab les and
be ans. Eve ry day Zu pa of fers 10 dif -
fe rent so ups – two on a per ma nent
ba sis (Me xi can so up and cre am so -
up) at a di sco unt pri ce of 6 (350 ml)
or 10 (600 ml) PLN, two so ups of the
we ek and six so ups chan ging eve ry
day and pri ced be twe en 8 and 21 PLN.

You can al ways cho o se be twe en me -
at, fish, ve ge ta rian and ve gan so ups. 

In ad di tion, you can ha ve free ex -
tras li ke sun flo wer se eds, se sa me se -
eds or par sley, and buy a bre ad roll for
1 PLN or fo cac cia for 2 PLN. Af ter 17.30
eve ry thing is ava i lab le at half pri ce.

Whe re? Bar Zu pa, two lo ca tions: ul.
Szew ska 24/26 and ul. Buj wi da 25/1

(Ołó wek do rmi to ry)

Ukra i nian pi roz hki – Ko zac ka
Chat ka
You will find the tra di tio nal Po lish
pie ro gi in ma ny lo ca tions all over
Wroc ław, but when it co mes to the
Ukra i nian pi roz hki, you will pro bab -
ly get them on ly at Ko zac ka Chat ka
[Cos sack Hut]. It is one of the bi stro’s
hits.  Pi roz hki are buns or pies ma de
from ye ast do ugh and fried gol den.
They can ha ve a va rie ty of fil lings, but
the most po pu lar con ta ins hard bo i -
led eggs and chi ves. Pi roz hki are sold
in di vi du al ly – one costs 5 PLN. They
are ser ved with cre am. Ko zac ka Chat -
ka’s me nu con ta ins Ukra i nian and
Cri me an dis hes, in clu ding bli ny, pel -
me ni, va re ni ki, gre cha ni ki and syr -
ni ki. Pri ces – from 6 to 14 PLN.

Whe re? Ko zac ka Chat ka, two lo ca tions:
ul. Wej he row ska 19a and ul. Ener ge tycz na 14

Chil led be et so up
– Chat ka Przy Jat kach
Well-chil led, ref res hing, no u ris hing,
na tu ral and he al thy – this is how we
can desc ri be one of the fa vo u ri te Po -
lish so ups in the sum mer se a son. It
is per fect for a light lunch on a hot
day. It is ma de of yo ung be ets, chi ves
and dill, and may al so con ta in fresh
cu cum bers. Usu al ly it is ser ved with
a hard-bo i led egg.  At Chat ka Przy
Jat kach [Hut by the Sham bles] the
so up costs 12 PLN. The re sta u rant
ser ves Po lish and re gio nal dis hes. The
ma in dish costs be twe en 19 and 29
PLN. The me nu con ta ins, for exam -
ple, pie ro gi with va rio us fil lings, po -
ta to ca kes, po ta to dum plings, fried

che e se, pork chops, ribs or fried cab -
ba ge. Tho se pre fer ring lig hter me als
can cho o se from a va rie ty of sa lads.

Whe re? Re stau racja „Chat ka przy Jat -
kach”, ul. Od rzań ska 7

To ast – Bar Wi tek
Ne ar ly eve ry o ne in Wroc ław knows
this to ast. It is hu ge, full of mus hro -
oms and che e se, and se a so ned in
a uni que way – unchan ged for ye ars.
Bar Wi tek, whe re it is ser ved, was
ope ned in 1979. For ma ny pe o ple it is
a sen ti men tal, cult pla ce, a me mo ry
of old ti mes and qu e u es – wa i ting in
a qu e ue for a de li cio us pie ce of to ast
was an es sen tial part of any vi sit to
Bar Wi tek or even a ri tu al. The le gen -
da ry to ast costs 7.50 PLN.  The se -
cond bar, which ope ned in 2006, of -
fers, in ad di tion to the clas sic to ast,
French bre ad piz zas and se a so nal to -
ast. Pri ces start at 6.50 PLN; the most
ex pen si ve to ast costs 10.50 PLN.

Whe re? Bar Wi tek in two lo ca tions: ul.
Wi ta Stwo sza and ul. Ar mii Kra jo wej 8/1 

DIN NER
Pen ne al la dia vo la 
– Piec Na Szew skiej

The ho u se spe cial ty of the Piec Na
Szew skiej [Oven in Cob bler Stre et]
re sta u rant. A sim ple, spi cy dish ba -
sed on ex cel lent in gre dients: Ita lian
smo ked ba con, spi cy Pe co ri no Ro -
ma no che e se, to ma to sa u ce and nut -
meg, which gi ves the dish an in te re -
sting, spi cy fla vo ur. The pa sta owes
its spi ci ness to fresh chil li pep per,
the pi qu an cy of which is ba lan ced
by swe et cre am. This ad di tion is al -
so me ant to com bi ne all fla vo urs in -
to one uni form who le.  The fi nish to
the dish is pro vi ded by the cha rac te -
ri stic Pe co ri no Ro ma no che e se,
which fi ne ly har mo ni ses with smo -
ked ba con. Fans of true hel lish spi ci -
ness can ha ve the chil li re pla ced with
the ha ba ne ro. The pri ce of the dish
is 19 PLN. In ad di tion to pa sta, Piec

Na Szew skiej ser ves Na po le ta na-li -
ke piz zas – eve ry thing con forms to
the stan dards of sim ple Ita lian cu i -
si ne.

Whe re? Piec Na Szew skiej, 
ul. Szew ska 44

Bur ger Gon za les – Pa si bus
100% be ef, roc ket sa lad, red cur ry pa -
ste, ched dar che e se, ja la pe no and na -
chos – this is what we can ex pect when
or de ring one of the most po pu lar
items on Pa si bus’ me nu. When com -
pa red with other bur gers, the Gon -
za les stands out by vir tue of its slightly
spi cy f la vo ur with a Me xi can no te.
All items on Pa si bus’ me nu are ba -
sed on ori gi nal re ci pes, whi le all sa -
u ces are ma de with lo cal ly so ur ced
in gre dients. You can cho o se from 12
bur gers ava i lab le in the fo od trucks
and slightly mo re me nu items at the
Pa si bus Sta tion. Pri ces ran ge be twe -
en 9 and 25 PLN. The Gon za les costs
20 PLN.

Whe re? Sta cja Pa si bus, ul. Świd nic ka
11 and fo od tracks: ul. I. Łu ka sie wi cza 18, ul.

Le gnic ka 51-53, ul. Po wstań ców Śl. 5, ul.
Wy sta wo wa 1.

Ca kes – Ve ga Bar We gań ski
Ca kes ma de from red len tils, co ur -
get tes, pep pers and smo ked to fu are
ser ved with plant-ba sed cot ta ge che -
e se with dried to ma toes and a se lec -
tion of sa lads. They are all glu ten-free.
The dish costs 19 PLN.  Ve ga Bar We -
gań ski ser ves 100% plant-ba sed dis -
hes, in clu ding so ups, tra di tio nal lunch
me nus, pan ca kes (in clu ding glu ten-
free buckwhe at pan ca kes), gre en and
red pe sto, lec só, cur ry, tor til las, corn
qu e sa dil las, piz zas (in clu ding glu ten-
free piz zas), veg gie bur gers, so ya dogs,
pie ro gi, In dian sa mo sas, French bre -
ad piz zas, sa lads, coc kta ils, fresh ju -
i ces, chil led be ve ra ges, cof fee, pa -
stries and ice-cre am. All this on two
air-con di tio ned flo ors in the he art of
Wroc ław. �

Whe re? Ve ga Bar We gań ski, Ry nek 27a
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